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M I S S I O N

The mission of the Safe Routes 
Partnership is to advance safe 

walking and rolling to and 
from schools and in everyday 
life, improving the health and 

well-being of people of all 
races, income levels, and 

abilities, and building healthy, 
thriving communities for 

everyone.



Kori Johnson
Program and Engagement Manager, 
Safe Routes Partnership

Devin King
Multimodal Administrator, City of Durango 
Transportation Department

Kathy Morris
Director of School Safety and Security, 
Durango 9-R School District

TODAY’S PRESENTERS

Say hi in the chat!

• Name, location, connection to Safe Routes



Poll: How involved is your school district with Safe Routes to School programs?



Chat: If you have school district involvement, how has it been involved?



Poll: What has been your biggest barrier to partnering with your school district?



Colorado Community Engagement Toolkit

• Outlines a community engagement framework

• Highlights engagement best practices

• Guiding questions for each section

• Features Colorado programs

• Links to tools, worksheets, and additional 
resources

• Emphasis on equity



Community Engagement Framework 

• Reflect on your role as a community partner

• Research the community where you are working

• Partner with other organizations to build 
community relationships

• Plan thoughtful, culturally-responsive community 
engagement experiences

• Implement your community engagement 
experiences and events

• Sustain your community engagement beyond a 
single event or initiative



Partnering with School Districts

• Show importance of Safe Routes to School

• Increase program buy-in

• Influence plans and policies

• Co-develop transportation solutions

• Streamline messaging

• Increase resources – staff, materials, equipment, 
communications



District partnerships look like…

• Developing a district wellness policy

• Serving on a transportation advisory board

• Developing bike education curriculum

• Funding bike equipment

• Creating cross-promotional materials

• Shared used agreements



Determine Your Ask

• General support

• Program resources

• Policy change

• Communications support

• Curriculum development

• Guidance and authorization



Know Who is Who

• Superintendent’s Office

• Transportation services

• Wellness coordinators

• Communications and marketing

• Physical education department

• Safety and security department

• Facilities management

• Equity and Inclusion



Make Your Case

• Align benefits with district priorities – what 
do people care about?

• Provide evidence that SRTS works

• Show support from parent/caregivers, 
students, school staff, community members

• Show example from other communities

• Invite to an upcoming event

• Start small



Present Safe Routes to School as a Solution

• Transportation costs

• Bus shortage

• Car congestion

• Lack of student physical activity

• Mental health struggles

• Tardiness/absenteeism

• Poor or inadequate infrastructure



Potential Barriers

• Little interest in Safe Routes to School

• Safe Routes to School is a liability concern

• Poor experience with Safe Routes to School 
in the past

• Too much red tape

• Other priorities take precedent



Look for Opportunities to Get 
Involved

• Redistricting

• School consolidations/closures

• New school openings

• Traffic safety incidents involving students

• Vision Zero initiatives

• Curriculum planning



Bring Others Along

• Parents and caregivers

• Students

• School staff

• Community partners

• Crossing guards

• Bus drivers



Colorado: Boulder Valley School District, 
St. Vrain School Valley School District, 
Center Consolidated School District

• Boulder – Partner on Safe Routes to School projects

• St. Vrain – District Wellness Coordinator, SRTS 
integration

• Center – SRTS added to school district wellness 
policy



District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS)
Bike Education Program

• Biking in the Park program

• District 2nd grade students receive bike education 
in P.E.

• Coordinated by school district’s physical education 
director



Charlotte-Mecklenburg, North 
Carolina Public Schools (CMS)

• Supports SRTS program

• Sits on School Safety Zone Committee

• Provides input on safety projects and 
SRTS initiatives



Montgomery County, Maryland 
Public Schools (MCPS)

• Documents and shares Safe Routes to 
School events

• Supports Walking Wednesday programs

• Supports SRTS student contests



Albuquerque Public Schools (APS)
Vision Zero Task Force

• Part of APS Capital Master Plan

• District employees, teachers, administrators, local 
agencies, community members

• Guides APS Vision Zero for Youth Initiative

• Traffic safety curriculum

• APS Vision Zero Action Plan

• Traffic safety awareness campaign

https://www.aps.edu/capital-master-plan/vision-zero-for-youth-initiative/engagement-and-outreach
https://www.aps.edu/capital-master-plan/vision-zero-for-youth-initiative/engagement-and-outreach


Chat: Any other examples of school district partnerships?



Resources on Working with School Districts



Walk, Ride and Roll Webinar Series

Wednesday, March 15th, 2pm ET

Curbing the Car Loop: 
Making Arrival and Dismissal Work for 
Everyone



SRTS Open Zoom Networking Session

Wednesday, April 19th, 3pm ET



Colorado SRTS Webinar Series

Tuesday, April 25th, 11am MT

Bike/Ped Meets Higher Ed: 
Partnering with Colleges and Universities



Kori Johnson, Program & Engagement Manager
kori@saferoutespartnership.org

www.saferoutespartnership.org

Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership

@saferoutesnow

Contact Information

http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prevention-Institute/129291200455039
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Poll: How involved is your school district with Safe Routes to School programs?
	Chat: If you have school district involvement, how has it been involved?
	Poll: What has been your biggest barrier to partnering with your school district?
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

