
Engaging	  Policymakers:	  
	  

How	  Site	  Visits	  and	  Events	  Can	  Inspire	  	  
Policy	  Change	  to	  Support	  Your	  Program	  

	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na9onal	  Partnership	  



Safe Routes to School 
National Partnership 

! Founded	  in	  2005	  

! Over	  600	  organiza3ons,	  agencies	  and	  
schools	  

! Works	  to	  advance	  policies	  that	  support	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  at	  na3onal,	  state	  and	  
local	  levels	  
	  
! Provides	  best	  prac3ces,	  technical	  
assistance,	  policy	  change,	  and	  builds	  
leadership	  

	  	  	  	  	  saferoutespartnership.org	  



Housekeeping	  

	  

	  

! If	  you	  called	  in,	  your	  phone	  line	  is	  muted	  

! If	  you	  are	  connected	  via	  your	  web	  browser,	  turn	  on	  computer	  

speakers	  

! Enter	  ques3ons	  in	  the	  Ques3ons	  Tab	  on	  the	  webinar	  Control	  Panel.	  	  

! In	  one	  week,	  check	  for	  a	  recording	  and	  slides:	  saferoutespartnership.org/
resourcecenter/Na3onal-‐Partnership-‐Webinars	  

! If	  you	  need	  technical	  help	  with	  this	  GoToWebinar	  Tool,	  please	  email	  

kathy@saferoutespartnership.org	  

	  	  

	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TwiQer:	  	  	  #saferoutesnow	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SRTS.Na3onal.Partnership	  

	  

 



Robert Ping 
Technical Assistance Director 

ª 	  Technical	  Assistance	  –	  CPPW,	  CTG,	  TARC	  (California),	  Na3onal	  
Learning	  Network,	  Fee	  for	  Service	  

ª 	  State	  Network	  Project	  -‐	  Policy	  Change	  in	  20	  States	  
ª 	  Congressional	  SRTS	  Task	  Force	  	  
ª 	  Portland	  SRTS	  Program	  Manager	  	  	  

ª 	  Oregon	  SRTS	  Technical	  Assistance	  
ª 	  Bicycle	  Safety	  Educa3on	  -‐	  Oregon	  and	  CA	  Bay	  Area	  
ª 	  SF	  Bay	  Area:	  Policy,	  Bicycle	  Advocacy,	  Earn-‐a-‐Bike,	  Youth	  
Mentoring,	  Youth	  Educa3on,	  Environmental	  Advocacy	  

ª 	  Various	  commiQees:	  School	  Si3ng,	  Diversity,	  Childhood	  Obesity,	  
Na3onal	  Physical	  Plan,	  Bicycle	  Educa3on	  Network,	  Portland	  SRTS	  



Why	  Site	  Visits	  and	  Mee9ngs?	  

	  

	  



Housekeeping	  

	  

	  

! If	  you	  called	  in,	  your	  phone	  line	  is	  muted	  

! If	  you	  are	  connected	  via	  your	  web	  browser,	  turn	  on	  your	  computer	  
speakers	  

! Please	  enter	  your	  ques3ons	  in	  the	  Ques3ons	  Tab	  on	  the	  
GoToWebinar	  Control	  Panel.	  We	  will	  address	  as	  many	  ques3ons	  as	  
we	  can	  during	  the	  Q&A	  

! Recording	  and	  slides	  online	  in	  one	  week	  at:	  
saferoutespartnership.org/resourcecenter/Na3onal-‐Partnership-‐Webinars	  

! If	  you	  need	  technical	  help	  with	  this	  GoToWebinar	  Tool,	  please	  
email	  kathy@saferoutespartnership.org	  

To	  Promote	  Your	  Work	  



	  

	  

To	  Educate	  and	  Inspire	  



	  

	  

To	  Sustain	  Your	  Program	  

walknbike.org 



1.	  Designing	  the	  Event	  or	  Mee9ng	  

	  

	  

saferoutespartnership.org/national/engaging-congress-in-srts 



1.	  Designing	  the	  Event	  or	  Mee9ng	  

	  

	  

! Walk	  or	  bicycle	  to	  school	  day.	  	  
! Accompany	  parents,	  local	  elected	  officials,	  school	  personnel,	  and	  

engineers	  on	  a	  neighborhood	  assessment.	  	  
! View	  a	  classroom	  educa3on	  or	  bicycle/pedestrian	  safety	  training	  

event.	  	  
! Par3cipate	  in	  a	  groundbreaking	  ceremony	  or	  unveiling	  for	  an	  

infrastructure	  improvement.	  	  
! Schedule	  a	  mee9ng	  along	  with	  other	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  

leaders	  to	  explain	  your	  project	  and	  discuss	  why	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  
School	  is	  important	  to	  your	  community.	  



Walk	  and	  Bike	  to	  School	  Day	  –	  October	  3	  

	  

	  



The	  Good,	  the	  Bad,	  and	  the	  Ugly	  

	  

	  

! Walk	  or	  bicycle	  to	  school	  or	  home	  from	  school	  day.	  	  
! Accompany	  parents,	  local	  elected	  officials,	  school	  personnel,	  and	  

engineers	  on	  a	  neighborhood	  assessment.	  	  
! View	  a	  classroom	  educa3on	  or	  bicycle/pedestrian	  safety	  training	  

event.	  	  
! Par3cipate	  in	  a	  groundbreaking	  ceremony	  or	  unveiling	  for	  an	  

infrastructure	  improvement.	  	  
! Schedule	  a	  mee3ng	  along	  with	  other	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  leaders	  

to	  explain	  your	  project	  and	  discuss	  why	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  is	  
important	  to	  your	  community.	  



Earned	  Media	  Events	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Dis3nguished	  Professor	  of	  Family	  and	  Preven3ve	  Medicine	  
Chief,	  Division	  of	  Behavioral	  Medicine,	  University	  of	  California,	  San	  Diego	  
Director,	  Ac3ve	  Living	  Research	  

	  	  
jsallis@ucsd.edu 	  	  (619)	  260-‐5535	  
	  

	  

Candace	  RuS	  
Health Psychologist 
Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta,	  Georgia	  
awr8@cdc.gov	   	   	  (770)	  488-‐6015	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  
Technical	  Assistance	  Director,	  	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership,	  Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org 	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



2.	  Invi9ng	  Your	  Decision	  Maker	  

	  

	  

! Watch	  out	  for	  poli3cal	  candidates!	  

! Develop	  talking	  points	  with	  your	  partners	  

! Timing	  is	  everything	  



Surgeon	  general	  

	  

	  

Timing	  is	  Everything…	  

Friday,	  August	  13,	  2004	  -‐	  10am	  



3.	  Develop	  Background	  Materials	  

	  

	  

! Compelling	  safety,	  mode	  shik,	  health	  data	  

! Professional	  quality,	  brief,	  pithy	  language	  

! Bullets	  are	  Best!	  

! Local	  Successes,	  Problems,	  Asks	  

! Have	  packets	  for	  the	  media	  with	  contacts	  

! Press	  Advisory/Press	  Release	  

! Bring	  Extras!	  	  



4.	  Carrying	  Out	  a	  Successful	  Event	  	  

	  

	  

! Assign	  a	  VIP	  Liaison	  

! Photos,	  Video,	  Waivers	  

! Quotes,	  Contact	  Info	  

! Don’t	  Let	  Candidates	  Speak!	  

! Don’t	  talk	  in	  acronyms,	  data	  or	  wonk	  

! It’s	  About	  People	  



Housekeeping	  

	  

	  

! If	  you	  called	  in,	  your	  phone	  line	  is	  muted	  

! If	  you	  are	  connected	  via	  your	  web	  browser,	  turn	  on	  your	  computer	  
speakers	  

! Please	  enter	  your	  ques3ons	  in	  the	  Ques3ons	  Tab	  on	  the	  
GoToWebinar	  Control	  Panel.	  We	  will	  address	  as	  many	  ques3ons	  as	  
we	  can	  during	  the	  Q&A	  

! Recording	  and	  slides	  online	  in	  one	  week	  at:	  
saferoutespartnership.org/resourcecenter/Na3onal-‐Partnership-‐Webinars	  

! If	  you	  need	  technical	  help	  with	  this	  GoToWebinar	  Tool,	  please	  
email	  kathy@saferoutespartnership.org	  



Housekeeping	  

	  

	  

! If	  you	  called	  in,	  your	  phone	  line	  is	  muted	  

! If	  you	  are	  connected	  via	  your	  web	  browser,	  turn	  on	  your	  computer	  
speakers	  

! Please	  enter	  your	  ques3ons	  in	  the	  Ques3ons	  Tab	  on	  the	  
GoToWebinar	  Control	  Panel.	  We	  will	  address	  as	  many	  ques3ons	  as	  
we	  can	  during	  the	  Q&A	  

! Recording	  and	  slides	  online	  in	  one	  week	  at:	  
saferoutespartnership.org/resourcecenter/Na3onal-‐Partnership-‐Webinars	  

! If	  you	  need	  technical	  help	  with	  this	  GoToWebinar	  Tool,	  please	  
email	  kathy@saferoutespartnership.org	  





5.	  Conduc9ng	  A	  Successful	  Mee9ng	  	  

	  

	  
! Great	  Follow	  Up	  to	  an	  Event	  

! Consider	  Bring	  Kids	  to	  Make	  the	  Ask	  

! Be	  Prepared!	  (background	  info,	  specific	  asks,	  agenda)	  

! Be	  Concise	  

! You	  Don’t	  Need	  All	  of	  the	  Answers	  



	  
6.	  Following	  up	  a[er	  the	  Event	  or	  Mee9ng	  	  

	  

	  

	  ! Follow	  Up	  –	  Quickly	  	  

! Keep	  the	  Rela3onship	  Going	  

! You	  Could	  Become	  An	  Advisor!	  

(yes,	  it	  does	  happen)	  



Jen Cole 
SRTS Program Director  
Feet First 

•  Over	  17	  years’	  experience	  working	  for	  and	  
in	  partnership	  with	  public	  schools	  

•  Masters	  of	  Social	  Work	  Degree	  from	  the	  
University	  of	  Washington	  

•  Worked	  as	  a	  school	  social	  worker,	  event	  
coordinator	  and	  PTA	  president	  

•  In	  2005,	  Jen	  joined	  Feet	  First’s	  team	  as	  the	  
coordinator	  of	  the	  Walking	  School	  Bus	  
Program	  at	  Bailey	  Gatzert	  Elementary	  
School	  	  

•  Has	  grown	  to	  implement,	  design	  and	  direct	  
programs	  to	  advance	  Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  
statewide	  



Wisconsin	  -‐	  ECWRPC	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



Fond	  du	  Lac,	  Wisconsin	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



Fond	  du	  Lac,	  Wisconsin	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



Thank	  You! 	  	  
It	  Is	  Now	  Time	  For	  Ques3ons.	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  

Omro	  Middle	  School	  

Walk	  to	  School	  Day	  2010	  



James	  L.	  Oberstar	  Award	  –	  Omro	  Middle	  School	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



	  

	  

Portlandia!	  	  	  (Portland,	  Oregon)	  



	  

	  

City	  Council	  –	  SRTS	  Hearing	  

Community	  and	  School	  Traffic	  Safety	  Partnership	  	  



	  

	  

City	  Council	  –	  SRTS	  Hearing	  



	  

	  

City	  Council	  –	  SRTS	  Hearing	  



Thank	  You! 	  	  
It	  Is	  Now	  Time	  For	  Ques3ons.	  

Jen	  Cole	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Program	  Director	  
Feet	  First	  
SeaQle,	  Washington 	  	  
jen@feeqirst.org> 	  	  (206)	  652-‐2310	  

	  

Robert	  Ping	  	  

Technical	  Assistance	  Director	  
Safe	  Routes	  to	  School	  Na3onal	  Partnership	  	  
Portland,	  Oregon	  
robert@saferoutespartnership.org	  (503)	  289-‐0441	  



Closing	  Notes	  

	  

	  

! Please	  Par3cipate	  in	  our	  Webinar	  Survey!!!	  
	  
	  
! Recording	  and	  slides	  available	  online	  within	  one	  week	  at:	  	  

	  
www.	  saferoutespartnership.org/resourcecenter/Na9onal-‐Partnership-‐Webinars	  

	  
	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TwiQer:	  	  	  #saferoutesnow	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SRTS.Na3onal.Partnership	  

	  

 


