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M I S S I O N

The mission of the Safe Routes 
Partnership is to advance safe 

walking and rolling to and from 
schools and in everyday life, 

improving the health and well-
being of people of all races, 

income levels, and abilities, and 
building healthy, thriving 

communities for everyone.



V I S I O N

We know that our bodies were 
designed to move, yet many of 
our communities were created 
with intentional inequities that 

limit mobility. We believe change 
is necessary to achieve a vision of 

safe, active, equitable, and 
healthy communities – urban, 

suburban, and rural – for 
everyone.
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TODAY’S PRESENTERS

MARA MICHELLE





Open or hide your control panel

Join audio:
Choose “Telephone” and dial-in using
numbers on screen

OR

Choose “Mic & Speakers” to use your
computer’s sound

AUDIO

AUDIO CONTROLS



Submit your text questions and
comments using the Questions Panel

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

HAVE A QUESTION?



1. Community Engagement Guiding Questions

2. Community Engagement Highlight Reel

3. Mara Mintzer – Growing Up Boulder

4. Considerations for Engaging Specific Groups

5. Q & A and Next Steps

Today’s Agenda



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
GUIDING QUESTIONS



Community engagement is about relationship-building. 
How can we create opportunities to authentically 

connect with one another? 



Be curious.



• I wonder…

• Where am I? Geographically? Historically? Culturally?

• Who lives here? How did they get here?

• What are some stories I know about this community?

• What are some stories I don’t know about this community?

• What does it mean for me to be working in this community?

Try Asking Yourself…



Be open.



• Where can I find community stories?

• Where can I find opportunities to get 

outside my comfort zone?

• What can I discover today?

Try Asking Yourself…

• What am I nervous about?



Be a listener.



• What’s your name? Can you teach me how to pronounce it?

• Tell me about…

• Can you show me?

• What are you most proud of?

• What do you love about your community?

• What would you change about your community?

Try Asking People…



Be authentic.



Try Asking Yourself…
• Why am I here?

• Where are places/people 

in this community that 

connect to my interests?

• What stories do I carry?

• What stories does this 

community want to tell? 

• How can I help people share 

their stories?



Be creative.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
HIGHLIGHT REEL



Go To People
• Farmer’s Markets

• Community Events/Festivals

• Back to School Night

• Local Businesses

• Libraries

• Recreation Centers



Creation Station



Creation Station



Creation Station



Butcher Paper Graffiti Wall



Community Quilt



Temporary Painted Crosswalk



Safety Demonstration



Creative Surveys



DIY Projects



My Neighborhood is..
My Neighborhood is not…







Walk Audits

Photo: Orange County Health Care Agency



Photovoice/Videovoice

Participants use photos and videos 
to research an issue, communicate 
knowledge, and advocate for 
change.



Local Business Partnerships



Engagement with Distancing
• Phone calls

• Webinars

• Online activities, contests, and 
challenges

• Social media posts

• Education and encouragement 
videos

• Signs, flyers, postcards





Safe Routes Partnership
Community Engagement

Cards

• Creative engagement 
activities

• Adaptable for multiple 
audiences

• Activities – Pennants, 
photo booths, puzzles, 
and more!

• No art skills required – just 
an open mind.



Mara Mintzer is a co-founder and the director of Growing Up Boulder (GUB), Boulder, Colorado, USA’s 
child- and youth-friendly city initiative based out of the University of Colorado Boulder’s Community 
Engagement Design and Research (CEDaR) Center. She presents and writes internationally on the topic 
of engaging young people in community planning and child-friendly cities. Her TEDx talk, featured on 
TED.com and called, “How Kids Can Help Design Cities,” has received more than 2 million views, and she 
recently co-authored the book Placemaking with Children and Youth: Participatory Practices for Planning 
Sustainable Communities with lead authors Victoria Derr and Louise Chawla. Prior to GUB, Mara was 
director of a community school, where she oversaw child and family support services on an under-
resourced school campus. She has designed and implemented programs for underrepresented children, 
families and neighborhoods in New York and California. Mara received her B.A. in Psychology from 
Brown University and her M.A. in Organizational Psychology from Teachers College, Columbia 
University.

Mara Mintzer
Co-Founder and Director

Growing Up Boulder



CONSIDERATIONS FOR ENGAGING 
SPECIFIC GROUPS



Middle and High School Students

• Learn about their interests

• Embrace innovation and 
creativity

• Use social media

• Let students lead – program 
ownership is key!



New Toolkit: 
Safe Routes for Youth

• Strategies for engaging 
teens

• Integrating SRTS and 
Vision Zero

• Building innovative 
partnerships

• Designing and 
implementing youth safety 
programs



Students with Disabilities
• Collaborate with school staff, 

parents/families, and students in 
program design

• Use explicitly welcoming 
language

• Design activities to be inclusive



Girls and LGBTQ+ Students

• Provide safe spaces to 
participate

• Partner with Girls on the Run, 
Girl Scouts

• Partner with Genders and 
Sexualities Alliance (GSA) on 
campus

• Include personal safety 
considerations



Diverse Racial/Ethnic Groups & Recent Immigrants
• Provide materials in languages spoken by the community

• Use images along with (or in place of) words

• Learn about participation preferences – in person, phone, flyers

• Work with trusted community leaders



Different Caregivers

• Grandparents
• Dads
• Older Siblings
• Babysitters and Nannies
• Foster Parents



Importance of Tracking & Evaluation

• Who is participating? Who isn’t?
• If a group is not participating, why not?



Q & A



Email Discussion Network



Reminders
• Sign up for the Colorado Safe 

Routes to School Newsletter –
email Wendy McMillan at 
wendy.mcmillan@state.co.us

• Upcoming SRTS Grant Cycle

• Upcoming Webinar –
SRTS Policy, June 23d, 11am MT

• Colorado SRTS Contact: 
Melissa Trecoske Houghton 
melissa.houghton@state.co.us



Please take our survey!



Contact Information

Michelle Lieberman, Consulting and Program Support Director
michelle@saferoutespartnership.org

Kori Johnson, Program Support Manager
kori@saferoutespartnership.org

www.saferoutespartnership.org

Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership

@saferoutesnow

http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prevention-Institute/129291200455039
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